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THE COST OF COMPASSION
Recreational cannabis legalization in Canada happens October 17th and although we have had 

a part in championing the !rst cannabis laws in this country, we do not !t the Provincial or Federal model. 

So what does this mean for the BC Compassion Club Society?

What remains unchanged are the unjust medical cannabis laws we’ve operated against in civil disobedience 

for over 20 years. We have been champions and advocates for medicinal cannabis patients working toward 

the creation of a more safe, accessible and just medical cannabis system. With increased criminal penalties 

for production, possession & tra"cking cannabis outside of Health Canada Licensed Producer (LP) grown 

sources, we re#ect upon the personal safety and freedom of our membership, sta$ and Board Directors.

From ensuring that membership access to our diverse selection of mainly organic whole-plant BCCCS 

medicines remains uninterrupted, to the !nancial liabilities and risk of arrest for the sta$ & board. 

Navigating a very new and quickly growing landscape for such a large population of patient stakeholders 

has been our greatest challenge, there is no post-secondary education or individual experience

that could prepare any of us for this work!

Our lives have been poured into this work to ensure safe, accessible, educated and honored cannabis 

medicines and advocates exist in a legal landscape. The future of the Compassion Club is in question 

due to many factors and other complexities and our story needs to be heard far & wide.
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 For patients, distribution channels and sources of legal ‘medical cannabis’ (dried-#owers and oils 

only) will continue as usual: minimum purchases made online or by telephone from one of Health Canada’s 

Licensed Producers (LPs) only will be sent by mail. Approval of secondary or multiple LP purchases is upon 

the gate-keeping of a doctor’s approval. The availability of recreational cannabis (also grown by LPs) 

will be more widely distributed in storefronts by way of the liquor distribution board in most provinces; 

in Kamloops, The BC Cannabis Store is so far, the only governmental approved storefront that 

will be open for October 17.

Some health insurance companies have already begun reimbursement of some registered patient 

populations purchases of LP grown ‘medical cannabis’ -- however, for most patients, it may not be that easy. 

In the current regulated system, patients do & will have a di"cult time sourcing the type of variety 

that has allowed us to !nd the management or even healing we have needed for the various 

symptoms & conditions we are faced with.

Thankfully the truth lies in the activists, advocates, growers, patients and professionals who validate 

the necessity for a better medical cannabis system. We, along with many currently operating dispensaries 

and compassion clubs, understand and live by this and The BC Compassion Club Society remains !rm 

in our civil disobedience and operations as set by our mission, vision & values. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO MEDICAL CANNABIS

OCTOBER 17?

ADVOCACY ON THE GO!
 After a quiet winter for outreach & education, the 

spring found us back out there advocating, educating & 

representing medical cannabis accessibility. We began 

the spring with an inspired educational visit to the North 

Shore Chronic Pain Group.

Later this spring in Ottawa, Hilary represented our patient 

voices to The Senate regarding Bill C-45, The Cannabis 

Act’s impacts to patients.

Educating health care professionals, Emerald and 

Desmond were invited to speak at a national ostomy 

nurses conference in Victoria in May.

This summer we were joined by Alexis, Elly & Satbir who 

introduced a lot of new folks to our unique community 

health model at various Car Free Days, The Dyke Festival, 

and The Alley Health Fare.

Most recently at the 4th Annual Cannabis Hemp 

Conference & Expo, Karim o$ered 25 complimentary 

massages while Emerald and Desmond represented our 

mission, vision, values and commitment to patient care.
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Quick Guide to The BC Compassion Club Society’s 

Historic Advocacy E�orts

1920’s-1960’sCannabis popularized as 

recreational in Canada with 

increased criminalization 

over the decades 

1960’s-Present 

International cannabis scienti!c 

research e"orts begin to validate 

this honourable plant medicine 

in public perceptions

Le Dain Commission 

Recommendations*

1969-1972

BC Compassion Club 

Society Established* 

1997

Legalization

of industrialized

Hemp

1998

MMAR

Established*

2000

BCCCS testimony at The 

House of Commons*

2001

MMPR 

Established *

2003

ACMPR 

Established*

2016

Supreme Court

MMAR Ruling*2000-2015

2003

Over more than a decade 

of court rulings recognizing the 

importance, legitimacy and necessity 

of medical cannabis cultivators 

and distributors.

2000

Federal Patient 

Advocacy E"orts*

2016-2018

R v. Richardson*

2015

R v. Smith*

2003

Hitzig v. Canada*

City of Vancouver 

establishes Cannabis 

Business Licensing *

BCCCS Appeal to 

Supreme Court on Taxing 

Cannabis Medicines*

2016

2015
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Footnotes

2000: In R vs. Parker cannabis prohibition is deemed unconstitutional and Health Canada establishes the Marihuana Medical Access 

Regulations (MMAR). Patients achieve legal right to grow, choosing between health and imprisonment violates patient rights 

to liberty and personal safety and security.

2001: Our testimony is invited and heard by Canada’s House of Commons and includes our model in the Senate Special Committee

on Illegal Drugs report, Cannabis: Our Position for a Canadian Public Policy; acknowledging the importance of Compassion Clubs’ 

role for patients concluding that cannabis prohibition is a failure.

2003: Supreme Court rules MMAR as unconstitutional and replaces it with MMPR (Marijuana for Medical Purposes Regulations). 

Health Canada established an authorized supplier to provide dried cannabis, however, patients lose their right 

to grow their own medicine.

2015: R v. Smith - The Supreme Court found that the ‘e!ects of prohibition contradict the objective 

of public health and safety’, and that ‘by forcing a person to choose between a legal but inadequate 

treatment (Health Canada Licensed Producers) and an illegal but more e!ective one (Compassion Clubs 

and Medical Cannabis Dispensaries), the law infringes security of the person‘ limiting liberty ‘by foreclosing 

reasonable medical choices through the threat of criminal prosecution‘. 

2016: Hedges v. Canada - The spirit of our tax law is that medical necessities do not have sales taxes on them. BCCCS’ 

commitment to patient advocacy includes a 15 year legal battle lost in a denied federal court appeal on the taxation 

of cannabis patient’s medicine. 

2016: Allard et al v. Regina – BCCCS Provide testimony advocating on behalf of patients aiding in the restoration of the right 

for patients to grow their own medicine and replacement of the MMPR with the Access to Cannabis for Medical Purposes 

Regulation (ACMPR). 

2015: City of Vancouver Public Hearings on Cannabis Business Licensing - Many days of public hearings heard testimony 

from supporters, neighbours, members and concerned citizens interested in grandfathering the BCCCS into the Cannabis 

Business Licensing scheme inspiring a two-tiered system with lowered fees and barriers for ‘Compassion Clubs’ into 

the City’s licensing scheme.

1969-1972: Le Dain Commission Recommendations - A governmental report largely ignored during P. Trudeau’s era that repealed 

the prohibition against simple possession of cannabis and cultivation for personal use,  suggesting to create a policy of legal 

distribution of cannabis, and that cannabis be removed from the (currently named) Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA).

1997: Hilary Black, Jill Fanthorpe and Bill Small open the BCCCS with the interests of both public and patient safety in mind. 

This year also sees cannabis classi"ed from a CDSA Schedule 1 to Schedule 2 narcotic, deeming it safer than originally thought.

2000-2015: 3 of Many Relevant Court Rulings

2003: Hitzig v. Canada - The Courts cleared the way for Health Canada to license medical cannabis dispensaries who 

testi"ed that federal regulations are not meeting the medical need for cannabis and since there is no supply issue 

as unlicensed suppliers, Compassion Clubs should continue to serve as the source of supply.

2000: R v. Richardson - The courts found the BC Compassion Club Society is akin to a neighborhood pharmacy 

providing medical services; their patients and suppliers exempt from the prohibition against marijuana.

2016-18: We collaborated with other patient advocates to create the platform for patient voices at federal round tables, sympo-

siums, senate committee hearings and more!

BC Compassion Club remains !rm in our civil disobedience and operations as set by our mission, vision & values.
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Club News
HCO-COIL SURVEY
 In house, we recently conducted an in-

depth survey with BCCCS members who use our 

Compassion Oil & High CBD Oil products. Our intent 

was to learn about the bene"ts & side e!ects of these 

concentrates & also respond to member questions 

about using cannabis extracts while treating various 

forms of cancer. The members of the BCCCS Research 

Committee would like to thank the individuals who 

participated.

The symptoms for which these products were 

used included pain, insomnia, anxiety, depression, 

neuropathy, low energy, nausea, spasms, lack of 

appetite, vertigo, & seizures.  Managing pain was the 

primary use, with 77% of respondents using it for this 

reason.  Members also cited speci"c usage for pain 

after radiation, skin lesions, digestive issues, cervical 

dystonia, hypertension & auto-immune disease $ares.

Many members indicated they preferred using 

natural & organic cannabis oil based medicines 

over prescribed pharmaceutical painkillers. Using 

cannabis oil has also helped some respondents 

reduce withdrawal symptoms resulting from opiate 

use. 

MORE MEDICINE OPTIONS
 Infusions of high THC or CBD (isolated from naturally 

occurring  high THC & CBD strains) are now available in healthy 

coconut (medium chain triglyceride) MCT oil. Easy to dose, 

discrete, tasteless, great addition to many foods and beverages 

or taken on it’s own.

We are now o!ering our Compassion Oil & High CBD Oil in an 

alcohol tincture like solution with 1.75 grams of raw oil per 2.5ml 

bottle. The bottles have droppers to allow for easy & consistent

dosing. Syringes & Patron dispensers "lled with our oils continue 

to be available to members.

As vaporizing technology becomes more prominent in our culture 

many of our members & visitors seek cannabis oil vape pens & 

cartridges. In response we o!er the Shhh Pens & Cartridges, which 

are available in several strains: Bubba Pink, Rockstar, Bubba/

Rockstar cross, Mango CBD & Moby Dick CBD. Ask sta! for details 

on the options!

The most common side e!ects of Compassion Oil 

& High HCD Oil are dry mouth, di*culty thinking 

& unwanted psychoactive e!ects. Coupled with 

those comments were concerns around proper 

dosing, with just over one-third "nding the texture 

to be of issue.

In response to the feedback, BCCCS sta! have been 

working to provide our High CBD Oil & Compassion 

Oil in a wider variety of formats & textures. Our 

primary goal is to make the dosing of these 

concentrated medicines reliable & easy for new 

users. 

Please read ahead for our new products. The 

BCCCS Research Committee will continue to collect 

information from members about their experience 

with the cannabis extracts. The HCO/COIL Survey 

has been revised to include several new questions 

about opiate use and will be posted online. Copies 

of the survey will also be made available at our 

Front Desk.
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Research Study Partnership
 A new qualitative study partnered by the BCCCS & the BC Centre on Substance Use will look at the instrumental 

uses of cannabis among people who use drugs in Vancouver. Led by Post-Doctoral Fellow Dr. Jenna Valleriani, the study 

will examine cannabis substitution patterns across multiple sites, including the BCCCS, & look to interview over 100 

individuals who use cannabis in lieu of or with other drugs. 

The use of cannabis as a substitute has become important as opioid & stimulant use are contributing to unprecedented 

health harms, including an overdose epidemic. Important evidence exists regarding opiates in a medical setting, & so 

this study seeks to expand our knowledge by including street level opiate & stimulant use. 

This will not only help us examine instrumental uses of cannabis to reduce or manage illicit drug use in the context of 

an overdose epidemic, but also its potential use as a therapeutic intervention. This partnership will help inform context-

speci"c harm reduction project planning & implementation. Additionally, it allows us to assist in advancing public policy 

& public awareness initiatives while strengthening community collaboration & engagement. 

Dr. Valleriani will be looking to interview 20 members from BCCCS. If you have experience regarding substituting 

medicinal cannabis for opiates or other non prescription drugs that you would like to share as part of this 

research, please send an email to research@thecompassionclub.org or speak to the BCCCS Front Desk. Any 

information you provide as part of the interview process will be kept con"dential and anonymous.

Busted: An Illustrated History 
of Drug Prohibition in Canada

Sta� Changes
This year we welcome new faces to the dispensary, Alexis and Ivy. Our long time sta! and tech, Marly, 
joins us up front in the dispensary too. The Wellness Centre welcomes the addition of new herbalist, 
Gina. Herbalist, Justine can on occasion be found at the Wellness Centre Front Desk and we welcome 
Lily back to the desk from her time away.

Gina, Indra and then Angel joined Front Desk in the Dispensary over the last 9 months and our host, 
Rachel, has taken a maternity leave. Communications welcomes the addition of Elly to our department!

We are hiring! 
www.thecompassionclub.org/jobs/ 

for descriptions and application information.

 In Susan Boyd’s new book, Busted, learn about the championing e!orts 

of BC Compassion Club’s patient advocacy in this country. Canada’s drug laws 

are constantly changing. But what does Canada’s history of drug prohibition 

say about its future? 

Our history demonstrates that prohibition and criminalization produces more harm 

than bene"ts, including the arrest of thousands of Canadians each year for cannabis-

related o!enses, and the current drug overdose crisis. Visually engaging 

and approachably written, Busted is a timely examination of Canada’s history 

of drug control and movements against that control. Susan Boyd argues 

that in order to chart the future, it is worthwhile for us as Canadians 

to know our history of prohibition. Available for purchase @ The BCCCS.
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Our Wellness Centre is 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
Purchases made in the Wellness Centre 

and in The Dispensary go toward 

subsidizing otherwise "nancially 

inaccessible services for members 

with con"rmed diagnoses.

 Members & Visitors! We honour 

you and the hard work & love you put 

toward your personal healing journeys!

BIG APPRECIATION to everyone who 

has supported the BCCCS with their 

donations to our members events 

throughout 2018! We are nothing 

without all of your support!

Members Appreciation Summer Picnic
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